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Who Performed Miracles in Those Days in This Time
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Rabbi Elimelech Biderman

The Midrash (9:2) tells us that "Haman had 365 advisors, corresponding to the days of the year, but none of them knew how to advise him as well as his wife, Zeresh. 
She told him, ‘If Mordechai is a Yid, you must plot and plan wisely how to defeat and kill him because if you don’t plan wisely, you will fail. You must kill him in a way that nobody among his nation was ever killed. If you throw him into a furnace, Chananyah and his friends were saved from a furnace [so Mordechai will also certainly be saved]. If you throw him into a lion’s den, Daniel was thrown into a lion’s den and was saved. Perhaps you will put him in jail, behold Yosef was released from jail. If you put him in a copper pot and light a fire underneath, Menashe prayed to Hashem and was saved from exactly that situation. If you exile him to the desert, Mordechai's ancestors lived in the desert successfully and thrived there. If you blind him, behold, Shimshon killed many Plishtim after he was bound. I suggest you hang Mordechai because we don’t know anyone from his nation that was saved from hanging.' It states, (Esther 5:24), 'This suggestion pleased Haman, and he had the gallows made.'"
This Midrash needs an explanation. Didn't Zeresh understand that if Hashem can save His people from a lion's den, a fiery furnace, and many other situations, He can save Mordechai from being hung, too?
The Agra d’Kalah (Eikev) answers that when Yidden study and speak about a miracle that occurred in the past, it triggers Hashem to perform that same miracle again. A source to this concept is in Tehillim (60:6), "You give to those who fear You, miracles so they can receive more miracles." They talk about Hashem's past miracles, which causes them to happen again.

Zeresh said, "If you plan to throw Mordechai into a fiery furnace, the Yidden will study the story of Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah, and that will draw down the miracle for Mordechai, too. If you plan to place Mordechai in a den of lions, the Yidden will discuss the miracle that happened to Daniel, and Mordechai will be saved." Therefore, Zeresh advised Haman to harm Mordechai in an unprecedented manner so that the Yidden wouldn't have from where to draw down a miracle. Their mistake was that they didn't realize that Mordechai was a great tzaddik in his own right, and a brand-new miracle would be created for him.
It states (Esther 9:28), “these days are remembered and happen...” Rebbe Yehoshua of Belz zt’l explains that this means that when we "remember" the miracles and speak about them, they "happen." When we study the miracles of Purim, we draw down those miracles to occur again. Each year, there is הוא ונהפוך, and Hashem saves us, as He saved us in those days.

The Bnei Yissaschar writes, “It seems to me that we are saved every year in the merit of reading the megillah and giving matanos l'evyonim.”
One of the brachos on the megillah is שעשה הזה בזמן ההם בימים לאבותינו ניסים, Hashem made miracles for our forefathers in those days at this time. The Sfas Emes (7660 והימים ה"ד) asks: The miracles didn't occur on the 14th of Adar. They happened on the 13th of Adar. So why do we say הזה בזמן, that the miracles happen on this day? The Sfas Emes answers that we are blessing Hashem for the miracles that happen each year on the 14th when we read the megillah.
The Eretz HaChaim (from the Be'er Mayim Chaim) explains the Gemara (Megillah 7.) that Esther requested from the Chachamim, לדורות קבעוני, that they should establish Purim as a holiday for all generations. She wanted this so that the miracles could recur each year. This is because when Yidden speak about a miracle that occurred, it causes the miracle to happen again, as it states (Koheles 1:9), “if you discuss a miracle, that will cause it to occur again.”
The Tiferes Shlomo (Rimzei Purim, בגמרא ה"ד) writes that the one who reads the megillah unrolls the entire megillah before he begins reading it to demonstrate that good hashpaos and salvations open for the Jewish nation at this time.
The Gemara (Megillah 4:) says, עניים של עיניהם מגילה למקרא נשואות, that the poor look out for the megillah. The Tiferes Shlomo explains that the poor look forward to the megillah...

Reprinted from the Tetzaveh/Purim 5785 email of Torah Wellsprings: Collected Thoughts from Rabbi Elimelech Biderman.

I Was a Non-Jewish Atheist 
Who Became an Orthodox Jew
By Kylie Ora Lobell
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I was a confident atheist who feared eternal nothingness—until a Friday night Shabbat dinner changed everything.

I was lying in bed, staring at the ceiling, thinking about the eternal silent darkness that I was going to face when I died.
I was an atheist and believed that when I would pass away one day, I wasn’t going to heaven or hell. Those were made-up concepts to help people feel better about their bleak and miserable lives.
I was mature. I was enlightened. I didn’t believe in fairytales like the Bible or G-d.
But I had to admit, I was bothered by the thought of eternal nothingness.

Growing Up in a Secular Christian Home
I grew up in a secular Christian home in Baltimore. My family celebrated Christmas and Easter, and sometimes I went to church with my Catholic grandmother, but I never liked it. I’d be so bored sitting in the uncomfortable pews and listening to the priest talk about who knows what. The only part I enjoyed was when everyone started singing the songs I knew from “Sister Act.”
As a little kid, I believed in G-d innately. I thought He was some old man in the sky with a beard perhaps. And I learned you should pray to Him when you need something.
When my parents weren’t getting along, I prayed to G-d they wouldn’t get divorced.
But they did.
And then, when my grandma on my father’s side, my best friend, suddenly got sick, I prayed that she wouldn’t die.
But she did.
My faith started to falter.
When I was 12 years old and I went away to summer camp, my friend told me, “I don’t believe in G-d. He doesn’t exist.”
That never crossed my mind as a possibility. But now, I thought, it made sense.
None of my prayers worked. The stories from the Bible seemed crazy. If there were miracles back then, why didn’t any still happen today?
So, at 12, I decided I was an atheist. G-d didn’t exist, and I was sure of it.
I spent the next decade battling depression and anxiety, and I blamed myself for being such a wreck. I thought, “I am in complete control of my life. If things aren’t going well, it’s all my fault.”
I had a major meltdown after a bad breakup my senior year of college. At the same time, I got bronchitis, which lasted for several weeks, I had to drop out of a class, and I didn’t do well at my prestigious internship at “The Daily Show with Jon Stewart,” where my dreams of getting a job abruptly came to an end. I was in the throngs of an existential crisis. What was I going to do with my life now that I was graduating?
It was on my mind the night I went to a comedy show in Brooklyn and met Daniel, a Jewish comedian who interned at “The Colbert Report.” He had a bad experience there and we bonded over our abysmal failures at Viacom.
I liked Daniel right away; he was funny, he was nice, and he was Jewish. Most of my friends were Jewish and the guys I dated were too. For some reason I’d always felt more comfortable around Jews, like I truly be myself around them.
A few months later, Daniel and I started dating. We were living in Brooklyn, and we were young and broke. One day, we didn’t have money for dinner and he said, “We should go to this place called Chabad. They give you a free Friday night dinner.” I agreed to go.
The rabbi and his family welcomed Daniel and I, and as I sat at the table filled with Jews of all different backgrounds, listening to the rabbi speak and eating delicious challah, I felt this warmth in my chest I’d never felt before.
Was this how you feel when you connect to G-d?
When dinner ended and we left, I asked Daniel, “Can we come back next week?”
We kept going to Chabad and switched off between there and his parents’ house for Shabbat. The more I learned about Judaism, the more I began to believe in G-d again. Judaism was addressing my major life questions, like, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” I learned that G-d has a greater plan, and that there is more than one world, and we must have faith and trust that G-d knows what He is doing, as hard as it is for us.
Eventually, I decided I was going to convert to Judaism.
I found an Orthodox synagogue in Greenpoint, Brooklyn – the Greenpoint Shul – where they held conversion classes. But Daniel was not too thrilled. He left practicing Judaism after getting kicked out of yeshiva for bad grades in secular studies.
“I don’t want to go back to an Orthodox lifestyle,” he said. “I didn’t fit in. They didn’t want me.”
But I was determined. I kept going to class and one day, he showed up… to yell at the rabbi and get me to stop this Orthodox conversion nonsense.
As he sat across from the rabbi, listing all his gripes with Orthodox Judaism and how he didn’t want to be dragged back into this, the rabbi listened patiently. When Daniel was finished, the rabbi said, “I understand why you’re so upset. You were wronged, and if that happened to me, I’d be hesitant too. I grew up Orthodox, and I’m still Orthodox. I think now that you’re an adult, you can do what you want and make it a more positive experience. Our class is always open to you. But if you walk out of here and decide to never come back, I’d completely understand.”
Finally, someone has listened to and understood Daniel. The rabbi’s message stuck with him.
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The next week while I was in class, Daniel came in and took a seat next to me. After that, he came every single week and began to remember what he loved about Judaism. He started putting on tefillin again, affixed a mezuzah on his doorway, began buying kosher meat, and did Shabbat dinner with me.

The Valuable Lessons Judaism Taught Me
What I loved so much about Judaism was the learning. You could ask question after question and debate every single topic known to man. So much of it made sense to me. For instance, I thought miracles didn’t happen anymore but they did once you look at life with fresh eyes. Childbirth was a miracle. Gravity was a miracle. It was a miracle that I woke up every single morning.
I learned to be grateful and appreciate life. I started to thank G-d for the opportunity to live another day. I wasn’t in complete control. It was on me to do the right thing, but also to believe that G-d had a plan for me and if things didn’t go my way, I should trust that it was for the best.

I completed my conversion five years after I started, choosing the Hebrew name Ronit Ora. Ora meant light, and Ronit meant happy or joyous singer. Daniel told me to choose a Hebrew name that would symbolize who I aspired to be; I wanted to be a happy and joyous light for the world.
When I converted, I felt I became who I was always meant to be. Converts’ souls were at Sinai, receiving the Torah with the rest of the Jewish nation. My Jewish soul traveled generations to get to me.

During my conversion process, a Holocaust survivor asked me, “Why would you choose to be part of such a hated people?”
I said, “It’s not a choice. I’m becoming who I was meant to be all along.”
I converted in 2015 and married Daniel, who had come fully back to Judaism. We now live in Pico-Robertson in Los Angeles an amazing community filled with the most giving and wonderful people I’ve ever met.
In converting to Judaism, I not only affirmed my identity, I also joined the most resilient and giving group of people who continue to inspire me every single day.
Seeing All the Miracles
A few weeks ago, I was lying in bed with Daniel, cuddling our three children, stroking their hair, and watching them sleep soundly. They were perfect.
I thought about how I used to feel so alone, so anxious, so full of dread.
Now, I had all of this. I was overwhelmed with gratitude.
My life went from black and white to color. From dark to light. From bleak to beautiful.
What a miracle.

Reprinted from the current website of aish.com


The Parsha in Which the Name of Moses is Not Mentioned Once
From the Teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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This week’s Torah reading, Tetzave, is the only portion in the entire Torah following Moses’ birth, in which Moses’ name does not appear. (It is also, incidentally, the portion usually read during the week in which the anniversary of Moses’ passing, the seventh of Adar, falls.)
Our Sages explain that the reason for this omission was Moses’ own request, made of G-d after the Children of Israel sinned with the Golden Calf: “And if not (if You will not forgive them), blot me out, I pray you, from Your book which You have written.” The words of a tzadik, a holy and righteous person, are always fulfilled, even if spoken conditionally. Thus, we find that Moses’ wish was granted in this week’s Torah portion, for his name never appears in the entire portion.
However, when we delve into the text itself, we find an interesting phenomenon: This chapter, which specifically does not mention Moses, begins with a direct address to the very person whose name it omits! “And you shall command (ve’ata tetzave).”
A name is of lesser importance than a person’s essential nature. It is a means of identification and a way of being known to others. But one does not really need a name in order to live. A newborn baby exists as an independent being from the moment it is born, and only receives its name after several days. From this we learn that the use of the grammatical second person, “you,” expresses an even higher level of relationship than calling a person by his given name, which was only bestowed on him secondarily. If such is the case, then it follows that the omission of Moses’ name only serves to underscore the very special essence of Moses, which was even higher than the mention of his name could express.

Moses’ whole life was Torah, to the extent that we refer to the Torah as “The Five Books of Moses.” But his greatness was best illustrated when the lowest elements among the Children of Israel sinned with the Golden Calf, explicitly expressing their desire to separate themselves from the Torah. Yet, Moses was willing to sacrifice that which he held most dear on their behalf. “Blot out my name from Your book,” Moses pleaded with G-d, if You will not forgive them even this grave sin.

Moses and the Jews formed one entity, each of whose existence was dependent upon the other. The commentator Rashi explains; “Moses is Israel, and Israel is Moses.” When even some Jews sinned, Moses suffered a spiritual blow. Even though Moses was up on Mount Sinai when the Golden Calf was actually made, he was still affected by the actions of the others.

It was Moses’ self-sacrifice and his desire to forgo that which was most important to him that express a unity that is beyond mere names. It is therefore precisely the portion Tetzave, in which Moses is not mentioned, that reveals his strength and his greatness. The willingness to sacrifice oneself for every fellow Jew, even one who sins, is the mark of every true leader of the Jewish People.

Reprinted from the Parashat Mishpatim 2025/5785 edition of L’Chaim, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization. Adapted from the teachins of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, zt”l. 


What Did Queen 
Esther Look Like?
By Motteleh Schusterman
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Art by Sefira Lightstone

[bookmark: footnoteRef1a7254475]“And the maiden was of beautiful form and of beautiful appearance.”1
We know Esther was beautiful, but we don’t have a visual description of the features that so captivated King Ahasuerus, ruler of the entire Persian empire. Nevertheless, we can glean some fascinating details about her appearance from the rich Midrashic and Aggadic literature.
[bookmark: footnoteRef2a7254475][bookmark: footnoteRef3a7254475]The nature of her beauty. Ibn Ezra explains that “beautiful form” means that all of her features were perfectly proportionate.2 Ibn Yachya derives from the redundancy that not only were her specific features beautiful, but her general aura was beautiful.3
[bookmark: footnoteRef4a7254475][bookmark: footnoteRef5a7254475][bookmark: footnoteRef6a7254475]Natural beauty, or Divine grace? The Sages debate this question.4 While some count her among the four most beautiful women in history(!), others argue she actually had a yellowish complexion.5 In this view, her success was truly miraculous: a “cord of Divine grace” accompanied her, making her irresistible despite her physical reality.6
[bookmark: footnoteRef7a7254475]Her yellow complexion is derived from her name, Hadassah, meaning a myrtle, which also has a yellowish complexion. Others interpret Hadassah to be referencing her average height, like a myrtle bush, which is neither tall nor short.7 For more on Esther being yellowish like a myrtle, see Was Queen Esther Really Green?
Miraculous Appeal.
[bookmark: footnoteRef8a7254475][bookmark: footnoteRef9a7254475][bookmark: footnoteRef10a7254475]The Megillah tells us that “Esther obtained grace in the eyes of all who beheld her.”8 One interpretation is that she miraculously appeared to each person as a native of their own country.9 Another interpretation is that everyone who looked at her found her beautiful, just like a portrait that appears to be looking at you from any angle.10
[bookmark: footnoteRef11a7254475]The sages interpreted her name, Esther, to mean that she was beautiful like the moon (compared to sihara, which is moon in Aramaic) or like Venus (compared to Ishtar, which is Venus in Akkadian)11. For more on whether Mordechai and Esther were named after Pagan gods, see Are Mordecai and Esther Named for Pagan Gods?
Modesty.
[bookmark: footnoteRef12a7254475]According to the Targum,12 Esther was extremely modest, never looking at any other man’s face but Mordechai’s, the entire time she lived with him.

How Old Was Esther?
[bookmark: footnoteRef13a7254475]When Esther was taken into Ahasuerus’s palace, she was at least 40 years old. And according to some, she was up to 80 years old!13 This emphasizes that her appearance was a gift from G‑d.
In the end, Esther is a fascinating mystery. She may have been elderly or possessed a sallow complexion, yet she radiated a charm that no one could resist. Her beauty was more than just physical; it had a purpose. It was a Divine gift—a key that opened the doors of the Persian palace, allowing G‑d’s hidden plan to unfold and save her people.

Footnotes
[bookmark: footnote2a7254475][bookmark: footnote3a7254475]1. Esther 2:7.  2. Ibn Ezra on Esther 2:7. 3. Rabbi Yosef Ibn Yachya on Esther 2:7.
[bookmark: footnote5a7254475][bookmark: footnote6a7254475]4. Megillah 15a. 5. The word ירקרקת is correctly translated as yellow, not green, unless qualified by a descriptor. Tosafot, Niddah 19b.  6. Megillah 13a.
[bookmark: footnote8a7254475][bookmark: footnote9a7254475][bookmark: footnote10a7254475]7. Megillah 13a. 8. Esther 2:15.  9. Megillah 13a.  10. Esther Rabbah 6:9.
11. See Rashi on Megillah 13a, and Targum Sheni on Esther 2:7.
[bookmark: footnote13a7254475]12. Esther 2:7.  13. Discussion in Midrash Bereshit Rabba 39:13

Reprinted from the current website of Chabad.Org

Carlson–Huckabee Clash Exposes Growing Rift Over Israel on the American Right
By Brian Racer
[image: ]
Mike Huckabee (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90), Tucker Carlson (Shutterstock)

Genetic ancestry claims, loyalty accusations, and conspiracy theories surfaced during Carlson’s clash with Ambassador Mike Huckabee, exposing divisions inside the Republican Party over Israel

In a nearly three-hour interview filmed at Ben Gurion Airport, Tucker Carlson shifted from foreign policy questions to Jewish ancestry, loyalty, and conspiracy claims during his conversation with U.S. Ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee. The exchange exposed growing tensions inside the American conservative movement over Israel and, for many American Jews, raised new questions about the stability of the pro-Israel coalition that has anchored Republican support for decades.
The most explosive moment came when Carlson asked Huckabee about the Biblical passage in which G-d grants Abraham’s descendants land “from the Euphrates to the Nile.” Huckabee responded, “It would be fine if they took it all.”
He quickly elaborated: “They don’t want to take it over. They’re not asking to take it over.” When Carlson pressed whether such a takeover would be legitimate, Huckabee said, “I’m not sure that it would be.” He added, “If they end up getting attacked by all these places and they win that war and they take that land, then OK, that’s a whole other discussion.”
The interview escalated further when Carlson questioned the legitimacy of Jewish historical ties to the land. “Why don’t we do genetic testing on everybody in the land and find out who Abram’s descendants are?” he asked. Referring to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Carlson added, “Bibi’s family, we know they lived in Eastern Europe. There’s no evidence they ever lived here.”
The line of questioning echoes the long-standing “Khazar” conspiracy theory, which claims that Ashkenazi Jews are not descended from the ancient Israelites but from a medieval Turkic people who converted to Judaism. The theory has been widely rejected by historians and genetic researchers and is frequently used to undermine Jewish historical ties to Israel. Huckabee later denounced that framing on social media as antisemitic.
Carlson also accused Huckabee of being more loyal to Israel than to the United States, challenging him after the ambassador praised Israel’s practice of dropping warning leaflets before airstrikes in Gaza. The confrontation intensified when Carlson claimed that Israeli President Isaac Herzog had visited Jeffrey Epstein’s private island, an allegation that Herzog categorically rejected. Carlson later apologized on X, stating the claim had been based on a reference to an unspecified “Herzog” in Epstein-related emails.
At another point, Huckabee rebuked Carlson for platforming critics of Israel. Speaking about a former U.S. Special Forces officer who alleged misconduct at Gaza humanitarian sites, Huckabee said, “Tony Aguilar is a liar. You platformed a guy. You had him on your show.” Carlson replied, “I don’t platform anyone.”
The interview did not directly mention Carlson’s previous friendly conversation with Nick Fuentes, an avowed antisemite and white nationalist. Still, that history hovered in the background. Carlson has repeatedly given airtime to voices sharply critical of U.S. support for Israel, even as other Republicans, including Sen. Ted Cruz, have warned about rising antisemitism within conservative circles. Vice President JD Vance, by contrast, has said he does not view right-wing antisemitism as a serious problem.
For many American Jews, especially those who have long relied on strong evangelical backing and a reliably pro-Israel Republican Party, the clash felt like more than political theater. For decades, support for Israel was one of the most dependable pillars of Republican politics. The Carlson–Huckabee confrontation suggests that unity can no longer be assumed and that rhetoric once considered fringe is now entering mainstream conservative debate. As antisemitic language resurfaces in prominent circles, Jewish communities are left questioning how stable those political alliances truly are.
Reprinted from the current website of Hidabroot.com
Rav Avigdor Miller on Stockpiling Simchah
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QUESTION: Mishenichnas Adar Marbin b’Simchah – when Adar comes in, we increase joy. Does it apply even after Purim?
ANSWER: I want to say something to you.  It applies to all year round until next erev Purim.  And I’ll explain that.
When Adar comes in, you’re expected to stockpile simchah.  You have to gain so much happiness, so much optimism, so much fire of enthusiasm in your blood that it’s going to last you until next year Adar.  That doesn’t mean you have to stop simchah.
The truth is, if you try to create simchah, at first it’s easier.  As the days go by, the effort finally weakens and subsides because the gevuros hanefesh, the willpower, finally weakens, so eventually people again slip down, slip back into the humdrum of everyday life and they forget about simchah.  Every year, we renew the effort.  But it doesn’t mean that it stops at a certain time.  משנכנס אדר, we renew the efforts to gain simchah.
Adar, that’s Purim and it’s Pesach, we should continue all year round.  Like they sing in the yeshivos on Purim, “A gantz yahr freilach.”  All year you should be happy.
And that’s why the Rama at the end of Hilchos Purim, he says וטוב לב משתה תמיד – a man of a merry heart is always at a party. That’s how he concludes the laws of Purim.  So, when people see the laws of Purim and they come to the end, they might be sad.  It’s finished with the period of joy.  
No, he says, it’s just beginning.  You have a טוב לב, that’s de’ah, you learn the truth of Hashem and the truths of the Torah, you learn how to live properly, then you’re happy all the days of your life.  It’ll be קול רינה וישועה באהלי צדיקים.

Reprinted from the archives of Toras Avigdor based on a lecture delivered on February 25, 1985.
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